SHEET METAL TERMITE SHIELD
How does it work?

A common misconception regarding sheet metal termite shield, such as Yorkshield 106 TS, is that these products act as a barrier to subterranean termites because the metal is un-appealing to the termites as a food source and they can’t/won’t chew through it. NOT TRUE. Or possibly there is a chemical action with the copper that is a barrier to the termites. Also NOT TRUE. 

Subterranean termites have an adverse reaction to light (Natural and un-). As the termites search for a food source, if they have to move above ground, (e.g. going from ground, up a foundation to the sill) if they find themselves exposed to light, they will build a tunnel/tube in order to remain under cover. These tunnels running up a foundation wall are a sure sign of termite presence. Placing a sheet metal termite shield at the sill level with the edge extending out from the wall far enough to be exposed to light (past siding, insulation, etc.) will place a physical barrier in the path of the termites which they will attempt to continue their tunnel around. The sharp edge of the metal causes a weakness in the tunnel wall that the termites can’t bridge. The tunnel wall breaks and exposes the termites to light as they attempt to build the tunnel around the edge. This causes the termites to abandon this attempt to get to the wood above. They will continue their search, but it the termite shield is installed properly without gaps, it will function properly for the life of the structure. 

Copper will not decay or corrode under normal conditions found in residential construction. It will oxidize (patina) to a brown then ultimately green color. However, once this layer (usually less than 0.0001” thick) forms, it protects the underlying copper from further oxidation.

